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Frequent rains this growing 
season have made many 
fields too muddy to make 

ground applications, so some farmers 
are going to aerial spraying.

While much of the nation again 
struggles through drought, it's not so 
here. 

But the extended cold wet spring 
has brought some problems, such as 
fungal wheat diseases. Some producers 
are putting fungicide in with herbicide 
spray, a process – and an investment – 
that can cost $3 an acre but prevent a 
yield being reduced 10 bushels an acre.

Samar Fay reports on Page 2.SAMAR FAY /  HI-LINE FARM & RANCH

No Drought 
Here, But 
Still Some 
Concerns

FSA Taking 
County 

Nominations  
Until Aug. 1

YOU’RE READING 
HI-LINE FARM & 
RANCH – THE AG 

MONTHLY FOR 
NORTHEAST & 

NORTH CENTRAL 
MONTANA.

Farm Service Agency 
County Committee election 
nominations began June 
17. Farmers, ranchers and 
landowners are encouraged 
to nominate themselves or 
other farmer and rancher 
candidates to serve on their 
local FSA county commit-
tee by the Aug. 1 deadline.

Elected county commit-
tee members serve a three-
year term and are respon-
sible for making decisions 
on FSA disaster, conserva-
tion, commodity and price 
support programs, as well 
as other important federal 
farm program issues.

Nominees must partici-
pate in a program adminis-
tered by FSA, be eligible to 
vote in a county committee 
election and reside in the 
local administrative area 
(LAA) in which the person 
is a candidate. 

To become a nominee, 
eligible individuals must 
sign form FSA-669A. The 
form and more information 
about county committee 
elections are available on-
line at: www.fsa.usda.gov/
elections.

Nomination forms must 
be postmarked or received 
in the local USDA Service 
Center by close of business 
on Aug. 1. Elections will 
take place this fall. FSA 
will mail ballots to eligible 
voters beginning Nov. 4. 
County committees are 
comprised of three to five 
members elected by local 
producers. New members   
take office Jan. 1.
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Northeast Montana and the Hi-
Line have had above-average 
moisture just about every-

where, but almost half of the country is in 
drought again this year. 

On the U.S. Drought Monitor map, 
most of the land in the western half of the 
United States is splotched with yellow, 
tan, orange, red or dark brown –  the col-
ors for abnormally dry, moderate drought, 
severe drought, extreme drought and 
worse than extreme, exceptional drought. 

Nationally, pasture and rangeland 
conditions are the lowest on record for 
this time of year, although last year was 
the worst year since the USDA began 
reporting on these conditions in 1995. 
Hay stocks in Kansas as  of May 1 were 
reported to be 29 percent lower than last 
year, and 58 percent below the 10-year 
average. The U.S. hay inventory is the 
smallest since 2007. According to a report 
in The Hutchinson News, feedlots in Kan-
sas are seeing their cattle numbers down 
and they are paying $230 a ton for hay.

The USDA’s mid-May report on winter 
wheat shows 39 percent in poor or very 
poor conditions, mostly in the central 

Great Plains states. Texas has the dubi-
ous honor of being the only state with 
the poor-very poor percentage in the 
70s. Seventy-three percent of its crop is 
that bad. South Dakota is next, with 61 
percent of its winter wheat in poor or very 
poor condition.

The first winter wheat crop prediction 
from the National Agriculture Statistics 
Service (NASS) on May 10 foresaw a 
crop much smaller than average, especial-
ly hard red wheat. It might be down 10 
percent, around 1.49 billion bushels. One 
cause was 6 percent fewer acres planted. 
Another cause was weather, a season of 
drought and late spring freezes in the 
Midwest, especially in Kansas and Texas. 
White winter wheat was expected to be 
down 2 percent.

The depressing outlook through August 
for most of the West is that the drought 
will persist or intensify.

MONTANA’S 
BETTER FORTUNES

There’s just a strip at the top of the 
Western map that’s white with no drought 
colors: the northern parts of Washington, 
Idaho and Montana, and most of North 
Dakota. This narrow band has had ample 
rain, even too much moisture.

The NASS crop weather report for June 

16 in Montana shows statewide topsoil 
moisture adequate with 86 percent in sur-
plus. The subsoil moisture is 77 percent 
adequate and surplus.

This has resulted in range and pastures 
that are 51 percent good or excellent, 34 
percent fair, 12 percent poor and 3 percent 
very poor. 

As for moisture levels well into June, 
Glasgow has had 8.74 inches of rain since 
April, 239 percent of normal. Plentywood 
is at 152 percent of normal, Wolf Point 
180 percent of normal and Havre 231 
percent of normal. There are places in the 
state that are not so fortunate, particularly 
in the southwest. Butte has only received 
79 percent of normal rainfall. Joliet is at 
62 percent of normal.

Shelley Mills, the MSU Extension 
agent for Valley County, said there has 
been a lot of prevented planting in this 
area. April was 4 degrees colder than 
normal, the snowmelt was delayed, and 
farmers couldn’t get in the fields until the 
end of April. Then May was rainy, par-
ticularly at the end of the month, result-
ing in flooding on the Milk River and in 
smaller streams. 

“A portion of producers were not able 
to get all their land planted,” Mills said. 
“But it is not as bad as 2011.”

The extended cold wet spring has 
produced some fungal wheat diseases like 
tan spot and septoria. Unlike last year, no 
stripe rust has been reported locally, al-
though there is some in Hill County, Mills 
said. Producers are putting fungicide in 
with their herbicide spray, a process that 
costs $3 an acre, but which can prevent 
a yield’s being reduced by 10 bushels an 
acre. Mills called that a very good invest-
ment.

Because of the frequent rains, it is 
often too muddy to get in the field to 
spray, so some farmers are going to aerial 
spraying this year.

Glasgow producer Don Fast said there 
was a pretty good window in the spring 
and by setting his alarm clock earlier, he 
was able to get everything planted. He 
uses rotation of varieties to keep Mother 
Nature in balance and avoid wheat rust. 
There are a few drowned-out spots in the 
fields, he said, but that’s a whole lot bet-
ter than the ‘80s (the bad drought years on 
the Hi-Line). 

Crop success depends on a lot of fac-
tors, but he said heat in July would be the 
only thing that would hurt yields here.

Fast is the chairman of the U.S. Grains 
Council, which is holding an international 
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Here we go AgAiN 
Half The Country Is In Drought, But It’s Almost Too Wet Here

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

11 June 2013 www.havredailynews.com
Hi-Line

FARM & RANCH

YOU’RE READING HI-LINE FARM & RANCH – THE AG MONTHLY FOR NORTHEAST & NORTH CENTRAL MONTANA.

NEWTON MOTORS, INC.
NEW & USED TRUCKS AND CARS

All In One Convenient Location
440 Highway 2 West • Glasgow • Across from the Fairgrounds

406-228-9325 • 406-228-4381 • 1-800-255-1472
Family owned by the Newton Boys!

See Doug, Andy, Terry, Kenny or Ted! Rent A Car

BLACK ANGUS BULLS
at Infinity Angus Ranch
By Private Treaty at the ranch
15 miles south of Peerless, MT

Edwin Miner
Dr. Monica Haaland

cell 893-7788 • home 893-4456

Infinitys Upward 2300 Hilltop Alliance 9205
Hilltop Trojan 8245 Infinitys Righttime 907

BLACK ANGUS BULLS
  at

Infinity Angus
Ranch

By Private Treaty
at the ranch 15 miles
south of Peerless, MT

Edwin Miner
Dr. Monica Haaland

cell 893-7788
home 893-4456

owned with Hilltop Angus
semen available

Hilltop Trojan 8245
Infinitys Right Time 907
Infinitys Upward 2300
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YW
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$BEEF
+$64.26

Hilltop Alliance 9205

A spray plane passes over damp Valley County cropland last week. As muddy as some fields are, many producers have been relying on aerial applications this growing season.

August – 2013 (cont.)
�ursday

Early Yearling Special 
& All Class Cattle Auction

 NO AUCTION

All Class Cattle Auction

September – 2013
�ursday

The One and Only Sheep 
Auction of 2012 
& All Class Cattle Auction

All Class Cattle Auction

The Big Fall Yearling Classic 
& All Class Cattle Auction

All Class Cattle Auction

SERVING AREA 
LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS 

FOR 67 YEARS!

✯

1946 - 2013

Glasgow Stockyards, Inc.

2013 Schedule
 Summer / Fall

July – August – September

Linda & Mark Nielsen, 
Owners

Iva Murch, Manager
263-7529

Dean Barnes, Yard Manager
 263-1175

Ed Hinton, Auctioneer
783-7285

August – 2013
�ursday

All Class Cattle Auction

 NO AUCTION

1

22

29

July – 2013
�ursday

NO AUCTION

All Class Cattle Auction

All Class Cattle Auction

 NO AUCTION

11

18

25

4 15

12

19

5

8

26
406-228-9306

P.O. Box 129 • Glasgow, MT 59230 
gsi@nemont.net

www.glasgowstockyards.com

Please call in consignments so buyers can be noti�ed.

For Sale At Private Treaty
Performance Tested

Gelbvieh & Balancer Bulls
Black & Red (mostly black) — Polled

Yearlings & Two Year Olds
—Satisfaction & Calving Ease Guaranteed—

Praise The Lord Gelbvieh
Dale & Cindy Andersen Reserve, MT
 Cell: 765-7834 or 765-7836406-286-5602

AG PARTNERS LLC

Stop by and visit 
with us about
 – Herbicides
 – Fungacides
 – Pesticides

We carry all of your
Agronomy Needs

to get your 
Crop to Harvest

AG PARTNERS LLC
 Glasgow Nashua
 228-2571 746-3312

formerly Farmer’s Elevator
& Agland Agronomy

Farmers Elevator Co.

Your one stop for all of 
your baler twine and 

bale wrap needs!
Brazilian Sisal or Bridon Plastic

In Stock: Bagged or Bulk
Creep Feed with Bovetec
to help put weight gain on your calves!

Smart-lic Supplement Tubs
to keep your herd in top condition!

Farmers 
Elevator
1st Ave. North
Glasgow, MT 59230

Elevator • 228-4422

Montana State University’s College of 
Agriculture is seeking nominations for out-
standing agricultural leaders to honor during 
its 2013 “Celebrate Agriculture!!” weekend  
Oct. 25-26.

The College of Agriculture annually 
presents Outstanding Agricultural Leaders 
awards to those who have exhibited outstand-
ing leadership in Montana public service, as an 
agricultural producer, industry advocate, agri-
business leader, or as a friend of agriculture.

The deadline for nominations is Sept. 9. 
Nominees not selected will be reconsidered the 
following year. Applications should be updated 
with current information. 

Successful applicants will be well respected 
in their agricultural community; actively 
involved in the agriculture industry with ac-
complishments that impact many; an industry 
leader, or an upcoming, active and innovative 
producer; or have a lifetime of achievement in 
agriculture.

MSU, state or federal employees, will not 
be considered except in the friend of agri-
culture category. Past MSU, state or federal 
employees must be retired for two years

More, details: Contact Susan Fraser at 
sfraser@montana.edu or call (406) 994-3683. 
Forms should be received at 202 Linfield Hall, 
MSU, Bozeman, MT 59717 by Sept. 9.

Ag Leader Award Nominations Sought
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at 
Courier Printing 

in Glasgow
We offer a full line of 
Ag Printing Services!

t Bull Sale Catalogs
t Auction Posters
t Letterhead & Envelopes
t Livestock Record Sheets
t Business Cards
t Spreadsheets You Can 

Actually Write On
t Even Labels For Your 

Pickle Jars! Really!

LOWEST PRICES IN 
VALLEY  COUNTY

Call Stan The Man at
406-228-9301

We put a 
little magic in 
everything we do!

We’re More Than A Newspaper!

The Glasgow Courier
Serving Proudly As The Voice Of Valley County Since 1913

DIGGING FOR WILD ONIONS
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Wheat grows in Valley County – with a rain pond in the background.
SAMAR FAY  /  HI-LINE FARM & RANCH

FOR HI-LINE FARM & RANCH
The 2013 Montana Stockgrowers As-

sociation (MSGA) Mid-Year Meeting, held 
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Missoula June 
7-8, drew approximately 175 participants 
from across the state for policy meetings and 
MSGA’s annual Ranch Tour.

One interim policy was passed through 
the policy process by the Cattle Health, 
Brands and Theft Committee recommending 
that the MSGA board develop and submit 
comments to the Texas Animal Health Com-
mission relative to their proposed brucellosis 
testing requirements for Montana, Wyoming 
and Idaho which would require a post-entry 
test for all breeding cattle and a post-calving 
test for heifers. MSGA is concerned about 
the precedent this could set for other states to 
restrict trade of Montana cattle.

MSGA members learned about updates to 
Facebook and how to use Twitter, Pinterest 
and Instagram at the Digital Cafe. Attendees 
also learned what a "meme" is and developed 
their own.

Plans are already underway for MSGA’s 
Annual Convention and Trade Show, which 
will be held Dec. 12-14 in Billings at the 
Holiday Inn Grand Montana. 

175 Attend Mid-Year 
Stockgrower Session 

When you’re ready to start that important project, 
our ROUGH LUMBER inventory can help you build for 
the future. We also can special order truckloads in – 
and truckload pricing is available.

CALL FOR AVAILABILITY, PRICING & 
ALL YOUR ROUGH LUMBER NEEDS

 1 x 6 – 16 2 x 6 – 16
 1 x 8 – 16 2 x 8 – 16
 1 x 10 – 16 2 x 10 – 16
 1 x 12 – 16 2 x 12 – 16

ALSO CHECK WITH US FOR 
POLE BARN, SHOP AND 

GARAGE PACKAGES

Store address information here
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store url goes here

FREE Shipping to our store on your TrueValue.com orders.
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SAVE 15% or more
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reg. 22.99 
16" Oscillating Stand Fan  
3 quiet speeds and tilt-back 
feature. Height is fully adjustable.
W 340 224 1  While supplies last.    

SPECIAL PURCHASE

 1997
40-Oz. Concentrate 
Weed & Grass Killer  
Kills right down to the root. 
Use around driveways, walk-
ways & fences.  L 147 895 B12  
While supplies last.    

5-Qt. Jug Motor Oil   
Protects against engine wear under stop-and-go conditions. 
Helps keep engines clean. Choose from 10W-30, 5W-30 and 
10W-40.  H 135 392, 403, 402 F3  While supplies last.  
*$10 mail-in rebate. Limit 2 per household.  Consumer responsible for taxes.

Your choice

           1499

 -$10
        499

FINAL PRICE

mail-in 
rebate*

sale price

SPECIAL PURCHASE 

997
2-Pk. Hose Nozzles  
Includes a large angled 
7-pattern nozzle and a 
heavy-duty adjustable 
nozzle.  L 148 266 B10   
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Board of Delegates meet-
ing in Ottawa, Ontario, in 
July.

The winter wheat in the 
state is faring well. Only 
15 percent is poor or very 
poor, but its development 
is behind last year’s crop. 
As of the June 16 NASS 
report, 79 percent was 
in the boot stage and 20 
percent had headed. Spring 
wheat was also behind, 
with 86 percent emerged 
and 6 percent in the boot 
stage.

The alfalfa crops look 
really good, Mills said, 
although flooding took out 
some fields. Many farmers 
would begin haying on the 
fourth or fifth weekend in 
June. 

Kirk Sibley, who farms 
southeast of Nashua on the 
Missouri, said he hasn’t 
heard of calls for hay from 
southern states this year. 
Some early requests came 
from Billings, but they got 
some rain, so their situa-
tion improved.  He said the 
crop looks fantastic but he 

and many of his neighbors 
have plowed their hay 
out and replaced it with 
soybeans. Hay is difficult 
to raise because the timing 
required makes it hard to 
get high quality hay and 
you don’t make any money 
with hay at $60 a ton. It 
rains every day and the hay 
is already getting rank.

Hay for sale locally is 
going for fairly normal 
prices, Mills said. 

Mills has not heard of 
area farmers charging a 
premium price to stricken 
ranchers.

“People say, ‘It could 
be me. I’m not going to 
gouge those guys.’ A lot 
of producers feel a kinship 
with them. I haven’t heard 
prices outrageously high. 
Hay seems to be around 
$100 a ton. It was higher 
last year,” Mills said.

Meawhile, all that rain 
is making grass that looks 
like Ireland.

“The pasture – oh, my 
goodness – it looks good, so 
good,” Mills said. “There’s 
waist-deep grass.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Last year's State FFA president, Brady Johnson of Hinsdale shows Loudon Idler, left, and Andrew Boucher, right, how to dig for wild 
onions. When Andrew finished peeling all the skin off one onion his comment was,"That's all?"  When you get all the shell off, you are 
lucky to have an onion the size of a lentil. Virgil Vaupel, a columnist and correspondent for The Glasgow Courier who took this picture, 
remembers drinking milk from cows that had just been grazing on wild onions. Yuck indeed!

extension offers New guide For Lentil, Pea growers
MSU NEWS SERVICE

Montana State University (MSU) 
Extension has published a new guide 
for growers of peas and lentils. The 
“Montana Cool-season Pulse Production 
Guide” provides current best manage-
ment practices for production of dry pea, 
lentil and chickpea. 

In the traditional wheat-fallow system 
of crop production common in Montana, 
the use of annual legumes, or pulse crops, 
in rotation with wheat can help bring 

agronomic and financial benefits in terms 
of soil health, biological activity and 
overall potential productivity. As of 2012, 
pulse crops represent more than one-half 
million acres of the seven million acres in 
dry-land production in Montana.

“This guide provides ... practices 
from experts in crop production, nutrient 
management, weed, disease, and insect 
control to help Montana producers suc-
cessfully raise pulse crops,” said Kent 
McVay, author and MSU Extension 

Cropping System Specialist.
The guide include basics for produc-

tion of pulse crops as well as Internet 
links to more detailed information. De-
tailed chapters in the guide address cul-
tural practices; soil fertility and nutrient 
needs; recommendations by crop; weed 
management during growth and harvest; 
disease, insect, pathogen management.

The guide is available at www.msuex-
tension.org/store and through your local 
county Extension office.

Brucellosis Policy Passes
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Wheat grows in Valley County – with a rain pond in the background.
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The 2013 Montana Stockgrowers As-

sociation (MSGA) Mid-Year Meeting, held 
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Missoula June 
7-8, drew approximately 175 participants 
from across the state for policy meetings and 
MSGA’s annual Ranch Tour.

One interim policy was passed through 
the policy process by the Cattle Health, 
Brands and Theft Committee recommending 
that the MSGA board develop and submit 
comments to the Texas Animal Health Com-
mission relative to their proposed brucellosis 
testing requirements for Montana, Wyoming 
and Idaho which would require a post-entry 
test for all breeding cattle and a post-calving 
test for heifers. MSGA is concerned about 
the precedent this could set for other states to 
restrict trade of Montana cattle.

MSGA members learned about updates to 
Facebook and how to use Twitter, Pinterest 
and Instagram at the Digital Cafe. Attendees 
also learned what a "meme" is and developed 
their own.

Plans are already underway for MSGA’s 
Annual Convention and Trade Show, which 
will be held Dec. 12-14 in Billings at the 
Holiday Inn Grand Montana. 

175 Attend Mid-Year 
Stockgrower Session 
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Board of Delegates meet-
ing in Ottawa, Ontario, in 
July.

The winter wheat in the 
state is faring well. Only 
15 percent is poor or very 
poor, but its development 
is behind last year’s crop. 
As of the June 16 NASS 
report, 79 percent was 
in the boot stage and 20 
percent had headed. Spring 
wheat was also behind, 
with 86 percent emerged 
and 6 percent in the boot 
stage.

The alfalfa crops look 
really good, Mills said, 
although flooding took out 
some fields. Many farmers 
would begin haying on the 
fourth or fifth weekend in 
June. 

Kirk Sibley, who farms 
southeast of Nashua on the 
Missouri, said he hasn’t 
heard of calls for hay from 
southern states this year. 
Some early requests came 
from Billings, but they got 
some rain, so their situa-
tion improved.  He said the 
crop looks fantastic but he 

and many of his neighbors 
have plowed their hay 
out and replaced it with 
soybeans. Hay is difficult 
to raise because the timing 
required makes it hard to 
get high quality hay and 
you don’t make any money 
with hay at $60 a ton. It 
rains every day and the hay 
is already getting rank.

Hay for sale locally is 
going for fairly normal 
prices, Mills said. 

Mills has not heard of 
area farmers charging a 
premium price to stricken 
ranchers.

“People say, ‘It could 
be me. I’m not going to 
gouge those guys.’ A lot 
of producers feel a kinship 
with them. I haven’t heard 
prices outrageously high. 
Hay seems to be around 
$100 a ton. It was higher 
last year,” Mills said.

Meawhile, all that rain 
is making grass that looks 
like Ireland.

“The pasture – oh, my 
goodness – it looks good, so 
good,” Mills said. “There’s 
waist-deep grass.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Last year's State FFA president, Brady Johnson of Hinsdale shows Loudon Idler, left, and Andrew Boucher, right, how to dig for wild 
onions. When Andrew finished peeling all the skin off one onion his comment was,"That's all?"  When you get all the shell off, you are 
lucky to have an onion the size of a lentil. Virgil Vaupel, a columnist and correspondent for The Glasgow Courier who took this picture, 
remembers drinking milk from cows that had just been grazing on wild onions. Yuck indeed!

extension offers New guide For Lentil, Pea growers
MSU NEWS SERVICE

Montana State University (MSU) 
Extension has published a new guide 
for growers of peas and lentils. The 
“Montana Cool-season Pulse Production 
Guide” provides current best manage-
ment practices for production of dry pea, 
lentil and chickpea. 

In the traditional wheat-fallow system 
of crop production common in Montana, 
the use of annual legumes, or pulse crops, 
in rotation with wheat can help bring 

agronomic and financial benefits in terms 
of soil health, biological activity and 
overall potential productivity. As of 2012, 
pulse crops represent more than one-half 
million acres of the seven million acres in 
dry-land production in Montana.

“This guide provides ... practices 
from experts in crop production, nutrient 
management, weed, disease, and insect 
control to help Montana producers suc-
cessfully raise pulse crops,” said Kent 
McVay, author and MSU Extension 

Cropping System Specialist.
The guide include basics for produc-

tion of pulse crops as well as Internet 
links to more detailed information. De-
tailed chapters in the guide address cul-
tural practices; soil fertility and nutrient 
needs; recommendations by crop; weed 
management during growth and harvest; 
disease, insect, pathogen management.

The guide is available at www.msuex-
tension.org/store and through your local 
county Extension office.

Brucellosis Policy Passes
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Drought warnings 
turn to high moisture 
levels and flood
damage repairs

 Once again, a few weeks has turned 
around the agricultural outlook in north-cen-
tral Montana, with people moving from 
closely watching warnings that drought 
could hit the area to scrambling to handle 
excess moisture, dealing with rapidly grow-
ing crops — and disease cropping up at the 
same time — and dealing with flood damage.
 Overall, though, local ag producers don’t 
seem to be complaining much.
 “It’s bringing on an incredible crop,” said 
Murdy Rismon, whose family farms north of 
Havre.

From dry to soaked, with no in between

Havre Daily News/Lindsay Brown 
Standing water soaks a field in Big San-
dy in mid June after weeks of heavy rain. 
Drought warnings turned into flood warn-
ings on the Hi-Line in May and June.

Tim Leeds
tleeds@havredailynews.com

 NYSSA, Ore. (AP) — Some Eastern 
Oregon onion growers said proposed food 
safety rules requiring higher standards for 
irrigation water could shut them down in the 
middle of a growing season.
 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
said the rules under the 2011 Food Safety 
Modernization Act are part of a preventive 
strategy: There's no history of salmonella or 
E. coli outbreaks in dry, bulb onions, and the 
agency wants to keep it that way.
 Growers and others who met with 
Oregon U.S. Rep. Greg Walden at a Nyssa 
processing company said water rights from 
an irrigation canal would meet the stan-
dards, but water reused from field to field 
would not, the Ontario Argus Observer  
reported.
 Grower Reid Saito said that if the large 
farms in the region had to stop irrigating at 

a critical period in the season, there could 
be a tremendous loss.
 "If we don't have irrigation water, we 
don't farm," said Kay Riley of Snake River 
Produce.
 Onions are one of Oregon's top crops. As 
in the Snake River Valley, the crop is often 
grown with irrigation.  The Oregon 
Department of Agriculture put the value of 
the 2011 Oregon crop at $92 million, 11th 
among the top 40 crops and ranking behind 
Christmas trees and ahead of hazelnuts.
 The farmers said dry bulb onions don't 
have a history of contamination, unlike 
green onions. They want the agency to sepa-
rate onions from about 200 commodities in 
the rule, on the grounds that the skins of 
onions protect the consumed parts from con-
tamination, and the crop cures in the field 
long after irrigation ends.

 FDA spokeswoman Shelly Burgess said 
the proposed standards are part of the agen-
cy's new stance on potential food threats.
 "We felt this was necessary because water 
is one of the five recognized routes for con-
tamination for produce," Burgess said.
 The agency expects to take comment 
about the proposed rule through mid-Sep-
tember.
 In northeastern Oregon, concern about 
the proposed rule isn't so high.
 Extensive sampling of Columbia River 
water has shown improved conditions in 
recent years, and even with tougher stan-
dards, many farms are still well below the 
limits, said J.R. Cook, director of the new-
ly - formed Northeast  Oregon Water 
Association.
 "Our surface water quality is through-the-
roof good," Cook told the East Oregonian.

Water quality rules alarm onion growers 

 BROOKSTON, Ind. (AP) — Leaders of a 
northern Indiana youth camp are arguing 
against a farmer's request for permission to 
start raising some 9,200 hogs about a half 
mile away.
 The farmer is seeking a zoning change 
from the White County commissioners to 
allow the concentrated animal feeding 
operation near the 600-acre YMCA Camp 
Tecumseh, the Journal & Courier report-
ed.
 Camp CEO Scott Brosman said he wor-
ried about the impact of so many hogs on 
the camp that hosts some 35,000 people a 
year.

 "We're not anti-agriculture," Brosman 
said. "We feel the scope and size of the proj-
ect is too big and too close."
 Joe Bumbleburg, an attorney for farm 
owner John Erickson, said the proposal was 
meeting all county zoning requirements.
 "This is a five-generation farming fami-
ly," Bumbleburg said.
 County commissioners are scheduled to 
vote Monday on the request.
 Camp Tecumseh, along the Tippecanoe 
River about 20 miles north of Lafayette, 
hosts a variety of activities, including camps 
for children suffered burns and have asthma 
or kidney troubles.

Cadi Bien, vice president of the camp's 
board, said Erickson has reassured camp 
officials he'll plant trees and try to minimize 
odors from the hog operation.
 "But our operation depends on being out-
side," Bien said. "If there are odor or air 
problems or water quality issues, it puts at-
risk our operation."

N. Ind. youth camp fighting big hog farm proposal 

 SALEM, Ore. (AP) — The Oregon House 
has approved a bill banning canola fields in 
the Willamette Valley for five years.
 The bill would undo a state Department 
of Agriculture rule that allowed limited 
canola production. It goes to the Senate.
 Farmers growing organic vegetable seeds 
have fought efforts to introduce canola to the 
valley, fearing new pests and diseases. 
They're also concerned that genetically 
modified canola plants would pollinate vege-

table plants and diminish the value of their 
seeds.
 Some farmers growing grass seed want to 
use canola as a rotation crop, and oil proces-
sors want to press the seeds for use in renew-
able fuels.
 Critics of the bill say the Legislature 
shouldn't be involved.
 The bill would require Oregon State 
University to further study whether canola 
and vegetable-seed fields can co-exist.

Oregon House backs 5-year 
ban of canola fields in valley 



 Rismon said northeastern Hill County 
had been doing well before the rains fell, 
and is looking even better now.
 That, however, does include damage as 
well.
 He said he and his son, Shawn Rismon, 
have been working steadily the last few 
weeks for people in the Bear Paw 
Mountains who need roads and creek 
access restored, and some fields to the 
north have standing water that kills the 
crops under the pools.
 Gray also said she is hearing of people 
who are working to repair flood damage, to 
roads and fences and structures.
 The moist conditions also are keeping 
farmers busy dealing with diseases 
encroaching on crops, she said.

A year’s worth of 
rain in three weeks

 The rain that has fallen in the area — 
leading to emergency and disaster decla-
rations due to the flooding, with the possi-
bility of another presidential disaster dec-
laration looking likely — has dropped what 
normally would take months, as many as 
12 months in some places, to bring.
 At the Havre reporting station at the 
airport, Weather Service recorded 2.73 
inches of rain by May 1, still nearly three-
quarters of an inch above the norm for 
that day.
 This region was doing much better than 
much of the state, where moisture deficits in 
the winter were drying up water supplies 
and raising serious concerns about drought.
 Then the torrential rains hit from mid-
May through early June, bringing moisture 
and the flooding disasters.
 By June 1, Weather Service recorded 
nearly 5 inches more precipitation at the 
airport, bringing the year’s total to 7.32 
inches. That compares to a total on that 
date of 6.81 inches in 2012, and nearly 
double the norm for that date of 3.8 inch-
es.
 By June 25, the airport station— which 
apparently missed a half-inch of rain the 
night before — reported 11.21 inches for 
the year, compared with 8.33 inches in 2012 
and more than double the norm of 5.43 
inches.

 By that day, the airport station had 
received its entire year’s worth of normal 
precipitation, 11.19 inches.
 From May 15 through the first week of 
June, Beaver Creek Park received more 
than a foot of rain — 13.5 inches.

Most crops looking 
good, for now

 Rismon said, where he farms, the crops 
are coming along very well. While hot, dry 
conditions in the weeks to come still could 
hurt the spring crops, he said, the winter 
wheat is doing very well.
 In the Bear Paws, the situation is not 
quite as good because of the flooding dam-
age, he said. Some crops, including some 
hay crops, have been hit hard.
 He said that where the hayland in the 
Bear Paws was not flooded, however, those 
crops are looking good. Access to some of 
that could be a problem, however, with high 
creek levels and washed out roads and cross-
ings.
 The hay crops also are looking good 
north of the Bear Paws, Rismon said.
 The forecast for the next month predicts 
weather that could continue to help with 
crops. 
 The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, of which the National 
Weather Service is a branch, issued its 
30-day regional forecast June 20. That fore-
cast predicts warmer-than-usual tempera-
tures in western Montana spreading down 
through the south-central region of the state, 
in a blanket from the West Coast down 
through Texas.
 North-central through eastern Montana 
is expected to be about normal for tempera-
tures, with highs in the mid-70s and mid-80s 
through the early part of the month and into 
the mid- to upper-80s later in July.
 The one-month outlook predicts about-
normal precipitation for Montana in July.
 Gray said that, although damage came 
with the rain, to crops and to facilities, 
most ag producers aren’t complaining. 
The timing could have been better, though.
 “It was very much-needed moisture,” she 
said. “I wish it was a little more spread 
out.”
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 Hill County Extension Agent Nicole 
Gray said that, while some diseases are 
popping up due to the moist conditions, 
and some people are repairing flood dam-
age, overall, farmers and ranchers seem 
pleased.
 “We were kind of looking a little dry, on 
the drought side,” she said. “It was really 
lucky we got it when we did.”

Region soaked — and flooded 
— with spring rains

 Rismon said most of Hill, from what he 
has heard, seems to have shared in the 
moisture, although north of Havre was 
doing well before the flood-causing precipi-
tation.
 The amount of rainfall varies, though, he 
said, adding that he has heard that the 
region west of Big Sandy has received very 
little moisture during the storms.
 However, Big Sandy itself has had water 
standing for days after some of the storms.
 A recent storm illustrates how much dif-
ference a short distance can make. A heavy 
thunderstorm hit the Havre area June 24, 
recording a half-inch of precipitation in a 
land owner's rain gauge about 5 miles east 
of Havre.
 But just west of Havre, the National 
Weather Service reporting station at the 
Havre City-County Airport recorded only a 
trace amount of precipitation from the same 
storm.
 At the April meeting of the governor’s 
drought and water supply task force, the 
speakers commented on how north-central 
montana east to the North Dakota border 
had been drenched for much of the year, 
although at that time the dry February and 
March was starting to strip the moisture 
from this region as well.

Havre Daily News/Lindsay Brown
Standing water surrounds Big Sandy after 
a night of severe thunderstorms June 19. 
Drought warnings have turned into flood 
warnings on the Hi-Line this year.

■  Continued on page 8

From dry to soaked:
Parts of the Hi-Line received an average 
year’s worth of rain in three weeks
■  Continued from page A1
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 Rismon said northeastern Hill County 
had been doing well before the rains fell, 
and is looking even better now.
 That, however, does include damage as 
well.
 He said he and his son, Shawn Rismon, 
have been working steadily the last few 
weeks for people in the Bear Paw 
Mountains who need roads and creek 
access restored, and some fields to the 
north have standing water that kills the 
crops under the pools.
 Gray also said she is hearing of people 
who are working to repair flood damage, to 
roads and fences and structures.
 The moist conditions also are keeping 
farmers busy dealing with diseases 
encroaching on crops, she said.

A year’s worth of 
rain in three weeks

 The rain that has fallen in the area — 
leading to emergency and disaster decla-
rations due to the flooding, with the possi-
bility of another presidential disaster dec-
laration looking likely — has dropped what 
normally would take months, as many as 
12 months in some places, to bring.
 At the Havre reporting station at the 
airport, Weather Service recorded 2.73 
inches of rain by May 1, still nearly three-
quarters of an inch above the norm for 
that day.
 This region was doing much better than 
much of the state, where moisture deficits in 
the winter were drying up water supplies 
and raising serious concerns about drought.
 Then the torrential rains hit from mid-
May through early June, bringing moisture 
and the flooding disasters.
 By June 1, Weather Service recorded 
nearly 5 inches more precipitation at the 
airport, bringing the year’s total to 7.32 
inches. That compares to a total on that 
date of 6.81 inches in 2012, and nearly 
double the norm for that date of 3.8 inch-
es.
 By June 25, the airport station— which 
apparently missed a half-inch of rain the 
night before — reported 11.21 inches for 
the year, compared with 8.33 inches in 2012 
and more than double the norm of 5.43 
inches.

 By that day, the airport station had 
received its entire year’s worth of normal 
precipitation, 11.19 inches.
 From May 15 through the first week of 
June, Beaver Creek Park received more 
than a foot of rain — 13.5 inches.

Most crops looking 
good, for now

 Rismon said, where he farms, the crops 
are coming along very well. While hot, dry 
conditions in the weeks to come still could 
hurt the spring crops, he said, the winter 
wheat is doing very well.
 In the Bear Paws, the situation is not 
quite as good because of the flooding dam-
age, he said. Some crops, including some 
hay crops, have been hit hard.
 He said that where the hayland in the 
Bear Paws was not flooded, however, those 
crops are looking good. Access to some of 
that could be a problem, however, with high 
creek levels and washed out roads and cross-
ings.
 The hay crops also are looking good 
north of the Bear Paws, Rismon said.
 The forecast for the next month predicts 
weather that could continue to help with 
crops. 
 The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, of which the National 
Weather Service is a branch, issued its 
30-day regional forecast June 20. That fore-
cast predicts warmer-than-usual tempera-
tures in western Montana spreading down 
through the south-central region of the state, 
in a blanket from the West Coast down 
through Texas.
 North-central through eastern Montana 
is expected to be about normal for tempera-
tures, with highs in the mid-70s and mid-80s 
through the early part of the month and into 
the mid- to upper-80s later in July.
 The one-month outlook predicts about-
normal precipitation for Montana in July.
 Gray said that, although damage came 
with the rain, to crops and to facilities, 
most ag producers aren’t complaining. 
The timing could have been better, though.
 “It was very much-needed moisture,” she 
said. “I wish it was a little more spread 
out.”
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 Hill County Extension Agent Nicole 
Gray said that, while some diseases are 
popping up due to the moist conditions, 
and some people are repairing flood dam-
age, overall, farmers and ranchers seem 
pleased.
 “We were kind of looking a little dry, on 
the drought side,” she said. “It was really 
lucky we got it when we did.”

Region soaked — and flooded 
— with spring rains

 Rismon said most of Hill, from what he 
has heard, seems to have shared in the 
moisture, although north of Havre was 
doing well before the flood-causing precipi-
tation.
 The amount of rainfall varies, though, he 
said, adding that he has heard that the 
region west of Big Sandy has received very 
little moisture during the storms.
 However, Big Sandy itself has had water 
standing for days after some of the storms.
 A recent storm illustrates how much dif-
ference a short distance can make. A heavy 
thunderstorm hit the Havre area June 24, 
recording a half-inch of precipitation in a 
land owner's rain gauge about 5 miles east 
of Havre.
 But just west of Havre, the National 
Weather Service reporting station at the 
Havre City-County Airport recorded only a 
trace amount of precipitation from the same 
storm.
 At the April meeting of the governor’s 
drought and water supply task force, the 
speakers commented on how north-central 
montana east to the North Dakota border 
had been drenched for much of the year, 
although at that time the dry February and 
March was starting to strip the moisture 
from this region as well.

Havre Daily News/Lindsay Brown
Standing water surrounds Big Sandy after 
a night of severe thunderstorms June 19. 
Drought warnings have turned into flood 
warnings on the Hi-Line this year.

■  Continued on page 8

From dry to soaked:
Parts of the Hi-Line received an average 
year’s worth of rain in three weeks
■  Continued from page A1
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Drought warnings 
turn to high moisture 
levels and flood
damage repairs

 Once again, a few weeks has turned 
around the agricultural outlook in north-cen-
tral Montana, with people moving from 
closely watching warnings that drought 
could hit the area to scrambling to handle 
excess moisture, dealing with rapidly grow-
ing crops — and disease cropping up at the 
same time — and dealing with flood damage.
 Overall, though, local ag producers don’t 
seem to be complaining much.
 “It’s bringing on an incredible crop,” said 
Murdy Rismon, whose family farms north of 
Havre.

From dry to soaked, with no in between

Havre Daily News/Lindsay Brown 
Standing water soaks a field in Big San-
dy in mid June after weeks of heavy rain. 
Drought warnings turned into flood warn-
ings on the Hi-Line in May and June.

Tim Leeds
tleeds@havredailynews.com

 NYSSA, Ore. (AP) — Some Eastern 
Oregon onion growers said proposed food 
safety rules requiring higher standards for 
irrigation water could shut them down in the 
middle of a growing season.
 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
said the rules under the 2011 Food Safety 
Modernization Act are part of a preventive 
strategy: There's no history of salmonella or 
E. coli outbreaks in dry, bulb onions, and the 
agency wants to keep it that way.
 Growers and others who met with 
Oregon U.S. Rep. Greg Walden at a Nyssa 
processing company said water rights from 
an irrigation canal would meet the stan-
dards, but water reused from field to field 
would not, the Ontario Argus Observer  
reported.
 Grower Reid Saito said that if the large 
farms in the region had to stop irrigating at 

a critical period in the season, there could 
be a tremendous loss.
 "If we don't have irrigation water, we 
don't farm," said Kay Riley of Snake River 
Produce.
 Onions are one of Oregon's top crops. As 
in the Snake River Valley, the crop is often 
grown with irrigation.  The Oregon 
Department of Agriculture put the value of 
the 2011 Oregon crop at $92 million, 11th 
among the top 40 crops and ranking behind 
Christmas trees and ahead of hazelnuts.
 The farmers said dry bulb onions don't 
have a history of contamination, unlike 
green onions. They want the agency to sepa-
rate onions from about 200 commodities in 
the rule, on the grounds that the skins of 
onions protect the consumed parts from con-
tamination, and the crop cures in the field 
long after irrigation ends.

 FDA spokeswoman Shelly Burgess said 
the proposed standards are part of the agen-
cy's new stance on potential food threats.
 "We felt this was necessary because water 
is one of the five recognized routes for con-
tamination for produce," Burgess said.
 The agency expects to take comment 
about the proposed rule through mid-Sep-
tember.
 In northeastern Oregon, concern about 
the proposed rule isn't so high.
 Extensive sampling of Columbia River 
water has shown improved conditions in 
recent years, and even with tougher stan-
dards, many farms are still well below the 
limits, said J.R. Cook, director of the new-
ly - formed Northeast  Oregon Water 
Association.
 "Our surface water quality is through-the-
roof good," Cook told the East Oregonian.

Water quality rules alarm onion growers 

 BROOKSTON, Ind. (AP) — Leaders of a 
northern Indiana youth camp are arguing 
against a farmer's request for permission to 
start raising some 9,200 hogs about a half 
mile away.
 The farmer is seeking a zoning change 
from the White County commissioners to 
allow the concentrated animal feeding 
operation near the 600-acre YMCA Camp 
Tecumseh, the Journal & Courier report-
ed.
 Camp CEO Scott Brosman said he wor-
ried about the impact of so many hogs on 
the camp that hosts some 35,000 people a 
year.

 "We're not anti-agriculture," Brosman 
said. "We feel the scope and size of the proj-
ect is too big and too close."
 Joe Bumbleburg, an attorney for farm 
owner John Erickson, said the proposal was 
meeting all county zoning requirements.
 "This is a five-generation farming fami-
ly," Bumbleburg said.
 County commissioners are scheduled to 
vote Monday on the request.
 Camp Tecumseh, along the Tippecanoe 
River about 20 miles north of Lafayette, 
hosts a variety of activities, including camps 
for children suffered burns and have asthma 
or kidney troubles.

Cadi Bien, vice president of the camp's 
board, said Erickson has reassured camp 
officials he'll plant trees and try to minimize 
odors from the hog operation.
 "But our operation depends on being out-
side," Bien said. "If there are odor or air 
problems or water quality issues, it puts at-
risk our operation."

N. Ind. youth camp fighting big hog farm proposal 

 SALEM, Ore. (AP) — The Oregon House 
has approved a bill banning canola fields in 
the Willamette Valley for five years.
 The bill would undo a state Department 
of Agriculture rule that allowed limited 
canola production. It goes to the Senate.
 Farmers growing organic vegetable seeds 
have fought efforts to introduce canola to the 
valley, fearing new pests and diseases. 
They're also concerned that genetically 
modified canola plants would pollinate vege-

table plants and diminish the value of their 
seeds.
 Some farmers growing grass seed want to 
use canola as a rotation crop, and oil proces-
sors want to press the seeds for use in renew-
able fuels.
 Critics of the bill say the Legislature 
shouldn't be involved.
 The bill would require Oregon State 
University to further study whether canola 
and vegetable-seed fields can co-exist.

Oregon House backs 5-year 
ban of canola fields in valley 
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FOR HI-LINE FARM & RANCH
The 2013 Montana Stockgrowers As-

sociation (MSGA) Mid-Year Meeting, held 
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Missoula June 
7-8, drew approximately 175 participants 
from across the state for policy meetings and 
MSGA’s annual Ranch Tour.

One interim policy was passed through 
the policy process by the Cattle Health, 
Brands and Theft Committee recommending 
that the MSGA board develop and submit 
comments to the Texas Animal Health Com-
mission relative to their proposed brucellosis 
testing requirements for Montana, Wyoming 
and Idaho which would require a post-entry 
test for all breeding cattle and a post-calving 
test for heifers. MSGA is concerned about 
the precedent this could set for other states to 
restrict trade of Montana cattle.

MSGA members learned about updates to 
Facebook and how to use Twitter, Pinterest 
and Instagram at the Digital Cafe. Attendees 
also learned what a "meme" is and developed 
their own.

Plans are already underway for MSGA’s 
Annual Convention and Trade Show, which 
will be held Dec. 12-14 in Billings at the 
Holiday Inn Grand Montana. 

175 Attend Mid-Year 
Stockgrower Session 
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Board of Delegates meet-
ing in Ottawa, Ontario, in 
July.

The winter wheat in the 
state is faring well. Only 
15 percent is poor or very 
poor, but its development 
is behind last year’s crop. 
As of the June 16 NASS 
report, 79 percent was 
in the boot stage and 20 
percent had headed. Spring 
wheat was also behind, 
with 86 percent emerged 
and 6 percent in the boot 
stage.

The alfalfa crops look 
really good, Mills said, 
although flooding took out 
some fields. Many farmers 
would begin haying on the 
fourth or fifth weekend in 
June. 

Kirk Sibley, who farms 
southeast of Nashua on the 
Missouri, said he hasn’t 
heard of calls for hay from 
southern states this year. 
Some early requests came 
from Billings, but they got 
some rain, so their situa-
tion improved.  He said the 
crop looks fantastic but he 

and many of his neighbors 
have plowed their hay 
out and replaced it with 
soybeans. Hay is difficult 
to raise because the timing 
required makes it hard to 
get high quality hay and 
you don’t make any money 
with hay at $60 a ton. It 
rains every day and the hay 
is already getting rank.

Hay for sale locally is 
going for fairly normal 
prices, Mills said. 

Mills has not heard of 
area farmers charging a 
premium price to stricken 
ranchers.

“People say, ‘It could 
be me. I’m not going to 
gouge those guys.’ A lot 
of producers feel a kinship 
with them. I haven’t heard 
prices outrageously high. 
Hay seems to be around 
$100 a ton. It was higher 
last year,” Mills said.

Meawhile, all that rain 
is making grass that looks 
like Ireland.

“The pasture – oh, my 
goodness – it looks good, so 
good,” Mills said. “There’s 
waist-deep grass.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Last year's State FFA president, Brady Johnson of Hinsdale shows Loudon Idler, left, and Andrew Boucher, right, how to dig for wild 
onions. When Andrew finished peeling all the skin off one onion his comment was,"That's all?"  When you get all the shell off, you are 
lucky to have an onion the size of a lentil. Virgil Vaupel, a columnist and correspondent for The Glasgow Courier who took this picture, 
remembers drinking milk from cows that had just been grazing on wild onions. Yuck indeed!

extension offers New guide For Lentil, Pea growers
MSU NEWS SERVICE

Montana State University (MSU) 
Extension has published a new guide 
for growers of peas and lentils. The 
“Montana Cool-season Pulse Production 
Guide” provides current best manage-
ment practices for production of dry pea, 
lentil and chickpea. 

In the traditional wheat-fallow system 
of crop production common in Montana, 
the use of annual legumes, or pulse crops, 
in rotation with wheat can help bring 

agronomic and financial benefits in terms 
of soil health, biological activity and 
overall potential productivity. As of 2012, 
pulse crops represent more than one-half 
million acres of the seven million acres in 
dry-land production in Montana.

“This guide provides ... practices 
from experts in crop production, nutrient 
management, weed, disease, and insect 
control to help Montana producers suc-
cessfully raise pulse crops,” said Kent 
McVay, author and MSU Extension 

Cropping System Specialist.
The guide include basics for produc-

tion of pulse crops as well as Internet 
links to more detailed information. De-
tailed chapters in the guide address cul-
tural practices; soil fertility and nutrient 
needs; recommendations by crop; weed 
management during growth and harvest; 
disease, insect, pathogen management.

The guide is available at www.msuex-
tension.org/store and through your local 
county Extension office.

Brucellosis Policy Passes
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The 2013 Montana Stockgrowers As-
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from across the state for policy meetings and 
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Board of Delegates meet-
ing in Ottawa, Ontario, in 
July.

The winter wheat in the 
state is faring well. Only 
15 percent is poor or very 
poor, but its development 
is behind last year’s crop. 
As of the June 16 NASS 
report, 79 percent was 
in the boot stage and 20 
percent had headed. Spring 
wheat was also behind, 
with 86 percent emerged 
and 6 percent in the boot 
stage.

The alfalfa crops look 
really good, Mills said, 
although flooding took out 
some fields. Many farmers 
would begin haying on the 
fourth or fifth weekend in 
June. 

Kirk Sibley, who farms 
southeast of Nashua on the 
Missouri, said he hasn’t 
heard of calls for hay from 
southern states this year. 
Some early requests came 
from Billings, but they got 
some rain, so their situa-
tion improved.  He said the 
crop looks fantastic but he 

and many of his neighbors 
have plowed their hay 
out and replaced it with 
soybeans. Hay is difficult 
to raise because the timing 
required makes it hard to 
get high quality hay and 
you don’t make any money 
with hay at $60 a ton. It 
rains every day and the hay 
is already getting rank.

Hay for sale locally is 
going for fairly normal 
prices, Mills said. 

Mills has not heard of 
area farmers charging a 
premium price to stricken 
ranchers.

“People say, ‘It could 
be me. I’m not going to 
gouge those guys.’ A lot 
of producers feel a kinship 
with them. I haven’t heard 
prices outrageously high. 
Hay seems to be around 
$100 a ton. It was higher 
last year,” Mills said.

Meawhile, all that rain 
is making grass that looks 
like Ireland.

“The pasture – oh, my 
goodness – it looks good, so 
good,” Mills said. “There’s 
waist-deep grass.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Last year's State FFA president, Brady Johnson of Hinsdale shows Loudon Idler, left, and Andrew Boucher, right, how to dig for wild 
onions. When Andrew finished peeling all the skin off one onion his comment was,"That's all?"  When you get all the shell off, you are 
lucky to have an onion the size of a lentil. Virgil Vaupel, a columnist and correspondent for The Glasgow Courier who took this picture, 
remembers drinking milk from cows that had just been grazing on wild onions. Yuck indeed!

extension offers New guide For Lentil, Pea growers
MSU NEWS SERVICE

Montana State University (MSU) 
Extension has published a new guide 
for growers of peas and lentils. The 
“Montana Cool-season Pulse Production 
Guide” provides current best manage-
ment practices for production of dry pea, 
lentil and chickpea. 

In the traditional wheat-fallow system 
of crop production common in Montana, 
the use of annual legumes, or pulse crops, 
in rotation with wheat can help bring 

agronomic and financial benefits in terms 
of soil health, biological activity and 
overall potential productivity. As of 2012, 
pulse crops represent more than one-half 
million acres of the seven million acres in 
dry-land production in Montana.

“This guide provides ... practices 
from experts in crop production, nutrient 
management, weed, disease, and insect 
control to help Montana producers suc-
cessfully raise pulse crops,” said Kent 
McVay, author and MSU Extension 

Cropping System Specialist.
The guide include basics for produc-

tion of pulse crops as well as Internet 
links to more detailed information. De-
tailed chapters in the guide address cul-
tural practices; soil fertility and nutrient 
needs; recommendations by crop; weed 
management during growth and harvest; 
disease, insect, pathogen management.

The guide is available at www.msuex-
tension.org/store and through your local 
county Extension office.

Brucellosis Policy Passes
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Northeast Montana and the Hi-
Line have had above-average 
moisture just about every-

where, but almost half of the country is in 
drought again this year. 

On the U.S. Drought Monitor map, 
most of the land in the western half of the 
United States is splotched with yellow, 
tan, orange, red or dark brown –  the col-
ors for abnormally dry, moderate drought, 
severe drought, extreme drought and 
worse than extreme, exceptional drought. 

Nationally, pasture and rangeland 
conditions are the lowest on record for 
this time of year, although last year was 
the worst year since the USDA began 
reporting on these conditions in 1995. 
Hay stocks in Kansas as  of May 1 were 
reported to be 29 percent lower than last 
year, and 58 percent below the 10-year 
average. The U.S. hay inventory is the 
smallest since 2007. According to a report 
in The Hutchinson News, feedlots in Kan-
sas are seeing their cattle numbers down 
and they are paying $230 a ton for hay.

The USDA’s mid-May report on winter 
wheat shows 39 percent in poor or very 
poor conditions, mostly in the central 

Great Plains states. Texas has the dubi-
ous honor of being the only state with 
the poor-very poor percentage in the 
70s. Seventy-three percent of its crop is 
that bad. South Dakota is next, with 61 
percent of its winter wheat in poor or very 
poor condition.

The first winter wheat crop prediction 
from the National Agriculture Statistics 
Service (NASS) on May 10 foresaw a 
crop much smaller than average, especial-
ly hard red wheat. It might be down 10 
percent, around 1.49 billion bushels. One 
cause was 6 percent fewer acres planted. 
Another cause was weather, a season of 
drought and late spring freezes in the 
Midwest, especially in Kansas and Texas. 
White winter wheat was expected to be 
down 2 percent.

The depressing outlook through August 
for most of the West is that the drought 
will persist or intensify.

MONTANA’S 
BETTER FORTUNES

There’s just a strip at the top of the 
Western map that’s white with no drought 
colors: the northern parts of Washington, 
Idaho and Montana, and most of North 
Dakota. This narrow band has had ample 
rain, even too much moisture.

The NASS crop weather report for June 

16 in Montana shows statewide topsoil 
moisture adequate with 86 percent in sur-
plus. The subsoil moisture is 77 percent 
adequate and surplus.

This has resulted in range and pastures 
that are 51 percent good or excellent, 34 
percent fair, 12 percent poor and 3 percent 
very poor. 

As for moisture levels well into June, 
Glasgow has had 8.74 inches of rain since 
April, 239 percent of normal. Plentywood 
is at 152 percent of normal, Wolf Point 
180 percent of normal and Havre 231 
percent of normal. There are places in the 
state that are not so fortunate, particularly 
in the southwest. Butte has only received 
79 percent of normal rainfall. Joliet is at 
62 percent of normal.

Shelley Mills, the MSU Extension 
agent for Valley County, said there has 
been a lot of prevented planting in this 
area. April was 4 degrees colder than 
normal, the snowmelt was delayed, and 
farmers couldn’t get in the fields until the 
end of April. Then May was rainy, par-
ticularly at the end of the month, result-
ing in flooding on the Milk River and in 
smaller streams. 

“A portion of producers were not able 
to get all their land planted,” Mills said. 
“But it is not as bad as 2011.”

The extended cold wet spring has 
produced some fungal wheat diseases like 
tan spot and septoria. Unlike last year, no 
stripe rust has been reported locally, al-
though there is some in Hill County, Mills 
said. Producers are putting fungicide in 
with their herbicide spray, a process that 
costs $3 an acre, but which can prevent 
a yield’s being reduced by 10 bushels an 
acre. Mills called that a very good invest-
ment.

Because of the frequent rains, it is 
often too muddy to get in the field to 
spray, so some farmers are going to aerial 
spraying this year.

Glasgow producer Don Fast said there 
was a pretty good window in the spring 
and by setting his alarm clock earlier, he 
was able to get everything planted. He 
uses rotation of varieties to keep Mother 
Nature in balance and avoid wheat rust. 
There are a few drowned-out spots in the 
fields, he said, but that’s a whole lot bet-
ter than the ‘80s (the bad drought years on 
the Hi-Line). 

Crop success depends on a lot of fac-
tors, but he said heat in July would be the 
only thing that would hurt yields here.

Fast is the chairman of the U.S. Grains 
Council, which is holding an international 
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Here we go AgAiN 
Half The Country Is In Drought, But It’s Almost Too Wet Here
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NEWTON MOTORS, INC.
NEW & USED TRUCKS AND CARS

All In One Convenient Location
440 Highway 2 West • Glasgow • Across from the Fairgrounds

406-228-9325 • 406-228-4381 • 1-800-255-1472
Family owned by the Newton Boys!

See Doug, Andy, Terry, Kenny or Ted! Rent A Car

BLACK ANGUS BULLS
at Infinity Angus Ranch
By Private Treaty at the ranch
15 miles south of Peerless, MT

Edwin Miner
Dr. Monica Haaland

cell 893-7788 • home 893-4456

Infinitys Upward 2300 Hilltop Alliance 9205
Hilltop Trojan 8245 Infinitys Righttime 907

BLACK ANGUS BULLS
  at

Infinity Angus
Ranch

By Private Treaty
at the ranch 15 miles
south of Peerless, MT

Edwin Miner
Dr. Monica Haaland

cell 893-7788
home 893-4456

owned with Hilltop Angus
semen available

Hilltop Trojan 8245
Infinitys Right Time 907
Infinitys Upward 2300
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+106

$BEEF
+$64.26

Hilltop Alliance 9205

A spray plane passes over damp Valley County cropland last week. As muddy as some fields are, many producers have been relying on aerial applications this growing season.

August – 2013 (cont.)
�ursday

Early Yearling Special 
& All Class Cattle Auction

 NO AUCTION

All Class Cattle Auction

September – 2013
�ursday

The One and Only Sheep 
Auction of 2012 
& All Class Cattle Auction

All Class Cattle Auction

The Big Fall Yearling Classic 
& All Class Cattle Auction

All Class Cattle Auction

SERVING AREA 
LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS 

FOR 67 YEARS!

✯

1946 - 2013

Glasgow Stockyards, Inc.

2013 Schedule
 Summer / Fall

July – August – September

Linda & Mark Nielsen, 
Owners

Iva Murch, Manager
263-7529

Dean Barnes, Yard Manager
 263-1175

Ed Hinton, Auctioneer
783-7285

August – 2013
�ursday

All Class Cattle Auction

 NO AUCTION

1

22

29

July – 2013
�ursday

NO AUCTION

All Class Cattle Auction

All Class Cattle Auction

 NO AUCTION

11

18

25

4 15

12

19

5

8

26
406-228-9306

P.O. Box 129 • Glasgow, MT 59230 
gsi@nemont.net

www.glasgowstockyards.com

Please call in consignments so buyers can be noti�ed.

For Sale At Private Treaty
Performance Tested

Gelbvieh & Balancer Bulls
Black & Red (mostly black) — Polled

Yearlings & Two Year Olds
—Satisfaction & Calving Ease Guaranteed—

Praise The Lord Gelbvieh
Dale & Cindy Andersen Reserve, MT
 Cell: 765-7834 or 765-7836406-286-5602

AG PARTNERS LLC

Stop by and visit 
with us about
 – Herbicides
 – Fungacides
 – Pesticides

We carry all of your
Agronomy Needs

to get your 
Crop to Harvest

AG PARTNERS LLC
 Glasgow Nashua
 228-2571 746-3312

formerly Farmer’s Elevator
& Agland Agronomy

Farmers Elevator Co.

Your one stop for all of 
your baler twine and 

bale wrap needs!
Brazilian Sisal or Bridon Plastic

In Stock: Bagged or Bulk
Creep Feed with Bovetec
to help put weight gain on your calves!

Smart-lic Supplement Tubs
to keep your herd in top condition!

Farmers 
Elevator
1st Ave. North
Glasgow, MT 59230

Elevator • 228-4422

Montana State University’s College of 
Agriculture is seeking nominations for out-
standing agricultural leaders to honor during 
its 2013 “Celebrate Agriculture!!” weekend  
Oct. 25-26.

The College of Agriculture annually 
presents Outstanding Agricultural Leaders 
awards to those who have exhibited outstand-
ing leadership in Montana public service, as an 
agricultural producer, industry advocate, agri-
business leader, or as a friend of agriculture.

The deadline for nominations is Sept. 9. 
Nominees not selected will be reconsidered the 
following year. Applications should be updated 
with current information. 

Successful applicants will be well respected 
in their agricultural community; actively 
involved in the agriculture industry with ac-
complishments that impact many; an industry 
leader, or an upcoming, active and innovative 
producer; or have a lifetime of achievement in 
agriculture.

MSU, state or federal employees, will not 
be considered except in the friend of agri-
culture category. Past MSU, state or federal 
employees must be retired for two years

More, details: Contact Susan Fraser at 
sfraser@montana.edu or call (406) 994-3683. 
Forms should be received at 202 Linfield Hall, 
MSU, Bozeman, MT 59717 by Sept. 9.

Ag Leader Award Nominations Sought
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moisture just about every-
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On the U.S. Drought Monitor map, 
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United States is splotched with yellow, 
tan, orange, red or dark brown –  the col-
ors for abnormally dry, moderate drought, 
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worse than extreme, exceptional drought. 

Nationally, pasture and rangeland 
conditions are the lowest on record for 
this time of year, although last year was 
the worst year since the USDA began 
reporting on these conditions in 1995. 
Hay stocks in Kansas as  of May 1 were 
reported to be 29 percent lower than last 
year, and 58 percent below the 10-year 
average. The U.S. hay inventory is the 
smallest since 2007. According to a report 
in The Hutchinson News, feedlots in Kan-
sas are seeing their cattle numbers down 
and they are paying $230 a ton for hay.

The USDA’s mid-May report on winter 
wheat shows 39 percent in poor or very 
poor conditions, mostly in the central 

Great Plains states. Texas has the dubi-
ous honor of being the only state with 
the poor-very poor percentage in the 
70s. Seventy-three percent of its crop is 
that bad. South Dakota is next, with 61 
percent of its winter wheat in poor or very 
poor condition.

The first winter wheat crop prediction 
from the National Agriculture Statistics 
Service (NASS) on May 10 foresaw a 
crop much smaller than average, especial-
ly hard red wheat. It might be down 10 
percent, around 1.49 billion bushels. One 
cause was 6 percent fewer acres planted. 
Another cause was weather, a season of 
drought and late spring freezes in the 
Midwest, especially in Kansas and Texas. 
White winter wheat was expected to be 
down 2 percent.

The depressing outlook through August 
for most of the West is that the drought 
will persist or intensify.
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Western map that’s white with no drought 
colors: the northern parts of Washington, 
Idaho and Montana, and most of North 
Dakota. This narrow band has had ample 
rain, even too much moisture.

The NASS crop weather report for June 

16 in Montana shows statewide topsoil 
moisture adequate with 86 percent in sur-
plus. The subsoil moisture is 77 percent 
adequate and surplus.

This has resulted in range and pastures 
that are 51 percent good or excellent, 34 
percent fair, 12 percent poor and 3 percent 
very poor. 

As for moisture levels well into June, 
Glasgow has had 8.74 inches of rain since 
April, 239 percent of normal. Plentywood 
is at 152 percent of normal, Wolf Point 
180 percent of normal and Havre 231 
percent of normal. There are places in the 
state that are not so fortunate, particularly 
in the southwest. Butte has only received 
79 percent of normal rainfall. Joliet is at 
62 percent of normal.

Shelley Mills, the MSU Extension 
agent for Valley County, said there has 
been a lot of prevented planting in this 
area. April was 4 degrees colder than 
normal, the snowmelt was delayed, and 
farmers couldn’t get in the fields until the 
end of April. Then May was rainy, par-
ticularly at the end of the month, result-
ing in flooding on the Milk River and in 
smaller streams. 

“A portion of producers were not able 
to get all their land planted,” Mills said. 
“But it is not as bad as 2011.”

The extended cold wet spring has 
produced some fungal wheat diseases like 
tan spot and septoria. Unlike last year, no 
stripe rust has been reported locally, al-
though there is some in Hill County, Mills 
said. Producers are putting fungicide in 
with their herbicide spray, a process that 
costs $3 an acre, but which can prevent 
a yield’s being reduced by 10 bushels an 
acre. Mills called that a very good invest-
ment.

Because of the frequent rains, it is 
often too muddy to get in the field to 
spray, so some farmers are going to aerial 
spraying this year.

Glasgow producer Don Fast said there 
was a pretty good window in the spring 
and by setting his alarm clock earlier, he 
was able to get everything planted. He 
uses rotation of varieties to keep Mother 
Nature in balance and avoid wheat rust. 
There are a few drowned-out spots in the 
fields, he said, but that’s a whole lot bet-
ter than the ‘80s (the bad drought years on 
the Hi-Line). 

Crop success depends on a lot of fac-
tors, but he said heat in July would be the 
only thing that would hurt yields here.

Fast is the chairman of the U.S. Grains 
Council, which is holding an international 
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culture category. Past MSU, state or federal 
employees must be retired for two years

More, details: Contact Susan Fraser at 
sfraser@montana.edu or call (406) 994-3683. 
Forms should be received at 202 Linfield Hall, 
MSU, Bozeman, MT 59717 by Sept. 9.

Ag Leader Award Nominations Sought



12 July 2013 www.havredailynews.com
Hi-Line

FARM & RANCH12 June 2013 www.havredailynews.com
Hi-Line

FARM & RANCH

Frequent rains this growing 
season have made many 
fields too muddy to make 

ground applications, so some farmers 
are going to aerial spraying.

While much of the nation again 
struggles through drought, it's not so 
here. 

But the extended cold wet spring 
has brought some problems, such as 
fungal wheat diseases. Some producers 
are putting fungicide in with herbicide 
spray, a process – and an investment – 
that can cost $3 an acre but prevent a 
yield being reduced 10 bushels an acre.

Samar Fay reports on Page 2.SAMAR FAY /  HI-LINE FARM & RANCH

No Drought 
Here, But 
Still Some 
Concerns

FSA Taking 
County 

Nominations  
Until Aug. 1

YOU’RE READING 
HI-LINE FARM & 
RANCH – THE AG 

MONTHLY FOR 
NORTHEAST & 

NORTH CENTRAL 
MONTANA.

Farm Service Agency 
County Committee election 
nominations began June 
17. Farmers, ranchers and 
landowners are encouraged 
to nominate themselves or 
other farmer and rancher 
candidates to serve on their 
local FSA county commit-
tee by the Aug. 1 deadline.

Elected county commit-
tee members serve a three-
year term and are respon-
sible for making decisions 
on FSA disaster, conserva-
tion, commodity and price 
support programs, as well 
as other important federal 
farm program issues.

Nominees must partici-
pate in a program adminis-
tered by FSA, be eligible to 
vote in a county committee 
election and reside in the 
local administrative area 
(LAA) in which the person 
is a candidate. 

To become a nominee, 
eligible individuals must 
sign form FSA-669A. The 
form and more information 
about county committee 
elections are available on-
line at: www.fsa.usda.gov/
elections.

Nomination forms must 
be postmarked or received 
in the local USDA Service 
Center by close of business 
on Aug. 1. Elections will 
take place this fall. FSA 
will mail ballots to eligible 
voters beginning Nov. 4. 
County committees are 
comprised of three to five 
members elected by local 
producers. New members   
take office Jan. 1.
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